Liposomal amphotericin B in the treatment of visceral leishmaniasis in immunocompromised patients.
Leishmaniasis is a zoonosis caused by a protozoan of the Leishmania genus. First-line treatment for all forms is currently represented by the use of antimony derivatives, although toxic effects and the number of resistant strains in both immunocompromised and immunocompetent patients is increasing. Liposomal amphotericin B (L-AMB) is less toxic, more effective, and better tolerated, especially in human immunodeficiency virus-negative immunocompromised patients. We present 2 cases of transplanted patients affected by visceral leishmaniasis treated successfully with L-AMB.